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which ſome People compain I never return -again; ſuch People can- 

nor yet determioe | never. ſhall: A time may come when I may pick ' 
up the Fragments of Diſcourſe, and draw every Point to 2 Head; and I 
promiſe to do this with as much Order and Speed as [ can. 

{nnrmerable new Occaſions draw meoff from my firſt Deſign, and ſome- 
timcs I change my Title, ſometimes my Deſign ; but all attend the Change - 
ot Scenes onthe Stage of things, which think may bea juſt Apology for 
the varions Turaings of my Pen from or to this or that Subjet, which I * 
promile my ſclt will pals for a ſufficient Apology, 

1 b-yzn the IaſtVolume with the SubjeR of Trade,and purſued it with fore 
513 to N*® 19. when the Breaches and Diviſions unhappily carried on by 
2 Violence of Parties, and the Ferment of the whole Nation upon the Subs 
jc ot a: 4.5, and Chooſing, Voting and making l[atereſt, alarm'd me vs 
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talk of the preſent.Matter. Will any blame me, that looks back on the 
buſy Scene in ay and June laſt paſt ? Had I gone on with the Subje& of 
Trade, no Man had had time to haye read it; their Thoughts were 
entirely taken up and iptent upon EleQions, Party-Quarrels ; and con- 
tinual Feuds embarra(s'd and embroil'd the People; and to talk of Trade, 
ManufaQures and Improvements, had been to ſay nothing to the purpoſe; 
it had been as Muſick to him that had no Ear, or Hebrew to him that had 
no Learning. 

Now, blcffed be God, the War at Home is a little over, the Cauſe is 
removed, and the Effect ceaſes ; I talk'd for Peace, and it is obtain'd ; and 
as I never ſhall, I hope, be fond of ſaying nothing to the purpoſe, 1 quit 
the Subje@, as no longer needfn], and return to that of Trade, where 1 
left off, 

I confeſs I cannot but obſerve, and ſome think I am too often 
repeating the Storms of Rage and Party-Malice 1 have brought upon 
my ſelf, ia the Proſecution of this Peace ; but Iam not the firſt that has 
been ſtoned for ſaying the Truth : 1 cannot but Think, that as Time and 
the ConviRion of their Senſes, will reſtore Men to Love the Peace now 
eſtabliſhed in this Nation ; ſo they will gradually ſee | have ated no Part, 
but that of a Lover of my Country, and a: honeſt Man; and ſo in time it 
may wear off: And though it be hard to be thus treated, yet | cannot but 
ſupport my ſelf with the continual Satisfation, of having contributed my 
Mite to the Publick Peace. | 

| am now lanching into the boundleſs Ocean of Publick Negoce, the 
great Article of this Nation's Wealth, the Fountain of its Wealth, and 
by Conſequeuce of its Power ; I ſhall in this IntroduQory Paper lay down 
a General Scheme of my Deliga in it, and, it poſſible, purſue it. 

Firſt, 1 porpoſe to give youa ſhort Abridgment of what I have already 
ſaid on the Head of Trade, and proceed to explaia my ſelf oa the par- 
ticular Subje&t of Trade, asit reſpe&ts England in particular ; together 
with the ſeveral Decays and [mprovements that my Obſervations make me 
c3pable of. 

| ſhall not however ſo confine my ſelf to the SubjeA of Trade ; but, as 
occaſion preſeats, | may coatinue ,juſlt Obſervations vpon the Publick Mat- 
ters, eſpecially as they re{pet the Afﬀairs of War ; and perheps may get ſo 
far forward in the Matters of Trade, by the opening of our next Campaign, 
as may give l:iſvre to the Readers to divert themſeves with ſach needful 
Remarks 04 the Pub'ick Attiwns as occaſion preſents. 

To this pur pole, as 1u my firſt Deſign, 1 laid down a Scheme of in- 
nocent and ulctul Diveruaa, tho it after encreaſed upon me to a Magni- 
tude, I could 12t toreſee, and had not ia my Defign ; fo 1 purpoſe certaia 
Alilcel area at tne Ead ot this Paper, as a juſt Alleivatioa to the tedious 
Veia of otlict *i2tter, 2a as a Handle to introduce aay thing uſeful and 
adyatatious cither io the Readsr or my felt, 
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I ſhall take care that this ſhall hand notbing to the World improper or 
impertinent , nor ſhall ic be ſo conſiderable, as to cut off or cut ſhort the 
Thread of the other Diſcourſe, and fo make the Pleaſant thruſt out the 
Profitable ; wherefore if any People ſhall furniſh Matter for ſuch a part, 
that ſhall be Trifliag or Perſonal, they muſt not take it il], if they are an- 
ſwered by an entire NegleQ; any thing extraordinary, any thing Curious, 
C_ Natural or Accidental, ſhall be entertain'd and improv'd, 
but no farther than it may be both profitable, as well as pleaſant and ſui- 
table to the Deſign of the Undertaking. 

In this Diſcourſe of Trade, [| ſhall ia particular Undeceive the World, 
as to the Subject Matter of a long Journey, | took laſt Summer into the 
Weſt aad Northern Parts of this Nation; it ſhall no longer remaia a 
Myſtery, why I Travail'd ſo far. The Gentlemen of Devonfhire ſhall 
Bluſh, when they tell me, 1 came there to Diſperſe Pamphlets, and make 
Fations; and our Beloved Friends at Mancheſter, who fancy'd me goin 
into Scotland to Head a Party, will be: aſham'd of themſelaes ; all thoſe 
North Countrymen of Courage, who being very Civil to me whea [I 
was there, Bully'd me when | was gone; will figd they were miſtaken 
in their Man, and iaſulted him* without Cauſe. 

The Improvement of an Expenſive Journey, the Advantages, the 
Obſervations, will here be all Publiſh'd, for che Inſtruciog and In- 
formation of thoſe very Enemies, who ſo much Envy'd ſeeing the Au- 
thor out of Gaol; and he Labours to requite their Malice, by doing 
them Good. 

It will here appear, he did not Travail to form Parties, ſpie iato 
Perſons, or Concern himſelf 1a Publick Afﬀairs; the Enquiries and Ex- 
aminations he has made iato the State and Poſture, the Declining or En- 
creaſe, the Improvements or Miſtakes of Trade, not Parties. He has ſeen 
and obſery'd the State of our ManufaQtures, aad of our ManufaRurers 
alſo ; the Circulations, ObſtreQions, Changiags and Settlements of our 
Trade; the Intereſt of the Reſpetive Coantries, their Claſhing with De- 
pendence upon, or Aſſiſtaace to one another ia Matters of Trade; and 
a$ aÞ} the Errors in the General Condu@ of Trade, which he has obſery'd, 
fhall come to be Deſcrib'd ; he doubts not to give profitable Eſſays, at 
ſuch Regulations, Amendments, and Alterations, as may be uſeful to 
the ReſpeQive Parties Concern'd. 

Perhaps he may give ſome Needful Hiats here, at the State of our 
Poor ; and if he differs t:om ſome, who in their. Greater Judgments 
propoſe Methods for the Poor, he is Sorry; but muſt be plain, he is: 
10 Enemy to . Charity-Roſpicals, and Work-Rouſes; but he cannot but 
think, that Methods to keep our Poor OUT OF THEM, far exceed, 
both in Prudence and Charity, all the Settlements and Endeayours in 
ite World, to Maintain them IN THEM. 


He 


